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Welsh members and the English machine over
the position of Welsh Disestablishment among the
Liberal fighting measures. In that contention
Mr. Lloyd George took a leading part.
Welsh Disestablishment in Wales, ever since
1868, had taken the same position and grown
to the same power as the Home Kule Movement
in Ireland. The Welsh was a Nationalist move-
ment in a religious dress. But English Liberalism
had been chilly towards this movement, and
treated it with scant favour. Mr. Gladstone
opposed it in 1870, and it was only in 1891 that
he first supported it, and allowed it a place in
the famous Newcastle Programme. But so greatly
was the Liberal Party absorbed in the Home
Rule struggle that in 1892-3 the Welsh cause
slipped back and the Liberals showed a definite
tendency to shelve it.
It was at that moment that that small group
of young Welshmen again stepped forward and
definitely demanded that Welsh Disestablish-
ment should be carried through the House of
Commons and sent up to the House of
Lords.
Mr. Lloyd George was the leader of this revolt;
and for those two years he conducted it with a
ruthless persistence which galled and embittered
the Liberals, wearied by the great fatigues of
the Home Rule struggle. For it was precisely
in 1893, just after the great disappointment of
the rejection of the Home Rule Bill by the House
of Lords, that he roused the whole of Wales to
demand the production of the Welsh Disestab-
lishment Bill